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Profile

I am a second year Engineering Science student at the University of Toronto, I am 
hoping to either specialize in Aerospace or Robotics Engineering and am also 
working towards a minor in Engineering Business. My favourite hobbies include 
making people laugh, working out, reading, and playing the piano or the guitar. 
While most people think this next bit is a joke, my life goal is to become an 
astronaut and to see and experience the universe beyond our own atmosphere.

Objective
Failure used to terrify me. I grew up being taught that “99% isn’t good enough”, in 
fact, I distinctly remember standing in my school parking lot one particularly cloudy 
day in grade 3 with tears streaming down my face knowing that when my mom 
picked me up I’d have to tell her that I had only gotten 28/30 on a math quiz.  As a 
kid, that— to me— was failure. However, as I grew older, my perception of the word 
evolved; there was so much more at stake— my future, my reputation, my 
relationships, and even my health. I used to run into everything thinking I was 
invincible, that I could do anything I set my mind to, but I found that time after time 
I would run straight into a wall of failure— real rock-solid failure. From then on, 
everything I worked towards became less about seeking my parents’ or my 
teachers’ approval, and more about desperately trying to do something about my 
bruised self-esteem. I finally broke down in the spring of 2017 because it began to 
seem as though I was failing at everything that I tried, and so I stopped— I stopped 
trying. I took zero risks, because that meant zero chances of running into another 
wall. It was a boring life and I hated it.



The following year, one impulsive decision changed that for me. To this day, I could 
not tell you what compelled me to take that risk— but I ran into it head on, and this 
time, I did not hit a wall. I took another risk, and once again— no wall. I was 
beginning to gain momentum and so I took a third risk, and that one led me to 
where I am today. Doors began opening left, right, and centre, and looking back at 
these successes now, they would have never happened without all the previous 
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 Education and Awards
 - Got a C+ on my report card in Grade 1 Science


 - Was the only kid in my grade 3 class who failed a science project where 
we had to build a construction paper bridge that could carry a pop can


 - Lost the grade 8 valedictorian election (I was runner up)


 - Lost the grade 12 valedictorian election (I was also runner up)


- Got accepted as one of 30 high school students to attend a semester of 
my grade 12 year at the Ontario Science Centre where we would be learning 
from real scientists, working with children, and designing exhibits. I dropped out 
after the second week because I felt like I didn’t belong.


- Got 60s on all my grade 12 biology tests— my teacher pulled me aside 
to ask if everything was alright because I had the highest grade in her class the 
previous year


 - Got rejected from McMaster Health Sciences


 - Got 50s and 60s on 23/32 of my first-year exams


 - Got a 23% on a Computer Algorithms Midterm— this was the first of 
many exams I had received a failing grade on
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failures. I found that all the walls I was running into were not signaling dead ends, 
but rather rerouting me towards achievements that I could have never dreamed of 
accumulating. I was the only kid in my class who failed a grade 3 science project 
where we had to build a construction paper bridge that could carry a pop can, 
and now I am in the most difficult engineering program in the country. I used to 
get 60s on all my piano exams, and now I am a Royal Conservatory certified piano 
teacher. I used to be morbidly overweight, and now I have abs. I was rejected 
from a volunteering position at a summer camp, and now I am the supervisor of 
that same camp. I have been single my whole life and… I’m still working on that 
one. Despite all this, I fail now more than I have ever failed before, but I am the 
happiest I have ever been. In fact, when I received my first failing grade on a 
university midterm, I laughed, because I saw it as an experience, a fun story to 
tell, and most importantly, a reminder that failure is nothing but a signal to just 
keep running.



Extracurriculars and Hobbies

 - Quit playing house league soccer after two seasons because I sucked


 - Quit playing house league basketball after the first practice because I 
sucked


 - Never made my elementary school basketball or volleyball teams 
despite trying out every single year


 - Never came close to winning anything other than shotput in track & 
field— I could not even complete the 400m or 800m runs without walking at 
least half the distance


 - Ran cross country one year and came in 101st place— when I got the slip 
of paper with my place number, I thought it said “lol”


 - Ran to be my elementary school’s student council president and tied with 
another candidate (because I voted for her); there was a revote and she ended 
up winning


- Used to be a competitive slam poet, made it to the regional level in 
2014 but did not make it the following year


 - Started writing a book, never finished it


 - Tried out for my high school rugby team, I felt so defeated after the first 
tryout that I didn’t even show up to the second one


 - Lost my grade 11 student council election— I came in third place, and 
only the top two candidates get the positions
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- Failed almost every single one of my Computer Algorithms programming 
labs


- Failed my entire Computer Algorithms course— luckily, I got curved from a 
49% to a 52%


 - Finished two first year courses (Computer Algorithms and Linear Algebra) 
with 50s as my final grade
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Volunteering, jobs and other opportunities

 - Got rejected from a summer camp volunteer position


 - Got rejected from SHAD, a month-long summer enrichment program for 
high school students

2017

2018

Lifestyle
 - Started working out everyday after school and gave up after three 

months


 - Started working out at 5:30am every morning and gave up after one 
month


 - Started biking 12km everyday and gave up after two months
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Relationships
 - The first guy I ever liked was a close friend of mine, he found out I had a 

crush on him and has not talked to me in the last 7 years


 - I tried mediating a conflict between two of my close friends and failed so 
miserably that they won’t even look in each other’s directions anymore   


 - My best friend abruptly began ignoring me 4 months ago without 
explanation
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- In my grade 10 band, I was the first principal alto saxophone (the 
section soloist). In grade 11, I got bumped down a couple positions, then at the 
end of the year I auditioned to be the grade 12 first principal and ended up 
getting bumped even further down to second principal.


 - Did not make my high school soccer team despite being the only person 
who tried out for the goalie position


 - Joined 0 extracurriculars or clubs in my first year at UofT

2016-2019 

2018

2019-2020


